Dear

Christmas greetinggrom Linda, Robert, and
Derryl We have been doing well in the past fe
months, and went osome trips together.

JOURNEY TO THE EAST COAST

Our long trip in the last half of the year was f
the east coast.(more than6,000 miles) The
summer convention of the Family Motor Coad
Association (FMCA) was to be held in St. Pay
Minnesota, on 127 July. In addition, the Safari
chapter of FMCA would be celebrating 26"

anniversary at a rally in the Amana Colonie
lowa, on 14 July. We planned to attend both
the rally and the convention. Then we planng
to continue east to the coast where we wol
visit family members whom we had never mg
before. The areas we planned to visit in low
and Wisconsin were severely damaged by floo
in June. Fortunately, the flood waters reced
and the land dried out sufficiently before w
arrived in the area. We left Albuquerque on 2
June and headed east. At Oklahoma City
turned north. The weather was hot, and V
discovered that the dash awnditioning was not
working properly in our motor home. We go
some refrigerant put in when we were in Kansg
and then the weather turned cooler. That kept
cool enough for the next 8 weeks until we g
back home and had the air conditioning repairg
When we arrived in lowa, our first stop was ne
Boone where we stayed at Ledges State P3
The portion of the park down by the river wa
still closed due to the recent floods. The high
region where the campground was located wj
dry, however. Wetayed near Boone becaus
we wanted to take a ride on the Boone al
Scenic Valley Railroad. In fact, we rode o

three other trains on the trip. We had a beauti
day for our train ride.

Our next stop was at the Amag@alonies for the
Safari Chapter rally. The rally was attended by
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a time in Wisconsin.  Our first stop there was
dsthe Wisconsin Dells.  This

B Wisconsin River flows.
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n vehicles.
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couple hundred owners of Safari Motor Coaches. '

We enjoyed meeting our Safari friends ar
celebrating thed" anniversary. Also preseat
the rally was Dennis Dame who painted th
Giraffe mural on our motor home
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IdSince we had 8 days between the rally in lov
tt and the convention in Minnesota, we spent th

is an area (
bdfantasti@lly eroded rock through which the

nd River (below the dm). Ducks are amphibious
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We also got dook at Lake Delton whose dam
had been breached during the flooding in June.
The lake had drained completely and some
homes had been swept away. This is what
remains of thedke.
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pt Lake Delton will be-filed in 2009

f our next campsite was onnaisland in the
Mississippi River at La Crosse, Wisconsin.

La Cross from Grandad Bluff
TheUniversity of Wisconsin at La©sse library

is a repository of the Wisconsin Historical
Society. This is where some of the papers of
Samuel D. Hastings are kept. He had been the
treasurer of Wisconsin during the Civil War.
More importantly, he had married Roliert
greatgreatgreatgrandaunt, Margaretta Shubert.
There were supposed to be some personal papers
in the collection, and Rxert hoped to discover
some new information about his Shubert
ancestors. We searched through a box of
correspondence and found two letters from
Margaretta's brotheSamuel and a letter from a
brother, Benjamin, whoa we had not known
about. These letteralso revealed information
about other family members. After we left La
Cross we drove to Green BayVisconsin.
Robert wanted to see if there were any
descendents of Samuel Hastings still living in

Green Bay. We stopped at the cemetery where



Samuel isburied and asked at the office if the
knew if anyone were still living. The last know

descendent of Samuel had been the president of

the cemetery. He died in 1994. The pers

working at the cemetery office did not know df

any living descendents of thgerson, so we

looked in the phone book for Hastings and found
Robert attempted to call them. Sore

several.
could not be reached. Those that he did red
were not descendents. It appears that there
no living Hastings descendents of Samuel livirj
in Green Bay. We then spent some tin

enjoying the sights of the Green Bay Botanicpl

Garden.
gardens.

Here are some lovely photos of t

Green Bay Botanical Gardens
Then we visited the National Railroad Museum

An aerospace engineer ptayirain engineer
The following day we departed from Green B4
and drove to Eau Claire, Wisconsin.
evening we visited Robert's Russell cousins wi!
live there. We shared some more fami
information and photos with them.

Greg Russell family
The following day we continued our journey t
St. Paul, Minnesota. We spent the next few dg
in St. Paul at the FMCA convention. We had
great time at the convention, and we were al
able to meet Linda's cousin, Carolyn, and h
husband, Don, from Tgon Arizona. On
Sunday at noon we visited with Robert's Shub
cousins Kathy and Ginny and their husbands.
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y Gar dner 6 <anikteoHe andLinda are
That fifth cousirs once
hoAfghanistanwith the Army, but his wife and
y children were home.

Linda withCarolyn and Don

Robert with Cathy and Ginny
After the conventionwe headed back acros$
Wisconsin and stopped just south of Milvkae.
As we passed through Milwaukee, we stoppg

and visited with Kristin who has also beenp
looking for information about Samuel Hastings.

She was in Wisconsin doing some research
archives in Madison.
custard at Kopps. (A treat wid not get here.)
We spent a day in Kenosha Wisconsin, where

wanted to see the new Civil War Museum that

had just opened. It was very nice, but on
partially open. It is on the shore of Lak
Michigan, but the weather was so cloudy tivat

couldn'teven see the lake. We enjoyed a vef

We had some frozgn

T

Nancy We enjoyed visiting, talking about old
times, and looking at and copying old
photographs. The following day we moved on to
our destination near Boston, Massachusetts. We
actually stayed in Foxbough, not very far from

the Patriots (football team) stadium.

Campground in Foxborough
We were in Massachusetts to visit Robert's
Shubert cousin, Charles Schubert. Our first day
there, however, we spent with Vickia,friend
who had lived in Albuquerquaround 30years
dago.
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y Vickie came to visit

good lunch at Frank's Diner in Kenosha. We Then we spent portions of the next four days

would certainly recommend that experience |i

you ever visit Kenosha. The following day, wg

f with Charles. We went through many boxes of
old photographs and documents that he had

continued south and went through Chicago andinherited. Robert scanned many items.

headed east into Indiana where weergpthe
night. Next stop was Erie, Pennsylvania, for
night. Then we headed into New York State (
a very rainy day. We stopped that nightlatk
removed. Hewas in
We spent that nigh
camped in their front yard anehjoyeda good
time exchanging family information with them.

We were very
a delighted when
n Charlesdiscovereda

photograph of

Robert's greagreat
grandmother, Eliza
Shubert Malseed. In
fact, Charles found
two photographs of
Eliza and gave them
to Robert.
We enjoyed very
much our time spent
.. .. atthe Shubert house
in Wellesley and enjoyed learning mamgw
things about Robert's Shubert family. Charles
and Robert are third cousins once removed.
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bt Revolutionary war and who is buried not ver

Benjamin Baxter, who had foughin the

far from Canisteo. The following day wsg
traveled a short distance and went to Owed
New York, where Gordon Orton,
former Air Force roommate lives, and spent t
remainder of the day there WitGordon and'l
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Robert with Jan and Charles Shubert
Their common ancestor is George Shubert who
e lived between about 1804 and 1840. George's
sister, Margaretta, was the omeho married



