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July 4 th Greetings, 2009 

 

 
 

 

Dear 18 July 2009 
 

Greetings again from New Mexico.  We hope the 

first half of this year has been good for you.  

Since last year, we have been looking forward to 

going back to Ireland this June.  It has been five 

years since we were there in 2004.  During last 

winter we were busy planning our itinerary and 

making reservations.  We decided to leave here 

on 1 June and return on 30 June. 

A SAD INTERLUDE 

While planning for the trip we received word 

that Robertôs oldest nephew, John Abell, had 

contracted leukemia.  He was 50 years old.  His 

mother, Robertôs sister, had come down with 

leukemia when she was 48 and died 4 years 

later.  John fought hard and endured weeks of 

chemotherapy, but he succumbed to an infection.  

He is greatly missed. 

FAMILY DOINGS 

Early this year we were also busy learning Easter 

music with our choir  Now we have the summer 

off, but will start in September learning new 

Christmas music for that big musical 

presentation.  

Robert also keeps busy with American Institute 

of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) 

activities.  This year he became an Associate 

Fellow of the Institute.  He is Albuquerque 

section treasurer (his 19
th
 year) and was also the 

speaker for the 50
th
 anniversary celebration in 

February.  He represented AIAA when he gave a 

presentation on ñStarsò to students at the Native 

American Community Academy and a 

presentation on ñThe Solar Systemò to the 

Educational Retirees of Valencia County. 

This year Linda is serving as treasurer of our 

local, Chaparral, chapter of the Family Motor 

Coach Association (FMCA).  Chaparral 

treasurerôs records now look a lot like the AIAA 

Albuquerque records. 

OFF TO IRELAND 

We left Albuquerque the afternoon of 1 June and 

arrived in Dublin about 9:00 AM on 2 June.  On 

this trip we wanted to have time to do some 

Malseed family research, so we stayed 4 nights 

in Dublin and 5 nights in Belfast.  In Dublin we 

visited the National Library and the National 

Archives looking for references to Malseeds.  In 

Belfast we stayed at a B&B near the Public 

Records Office of Northern Ireland and spent 3 

days searching through old Presbyterian records 

from churches in the area where Malseeds 

primarily lived.  We came home with many 

pages of notes to be absorbed later. 

This map shows our 1,626 mile journey around 

Ireland.  We started in Dublin (middle of the east 

coast) and drove counterclockwise around the 

island and finally departed from Dublin.  Also 

included on the map is our Portaferry trip with 

Jim Maultsaid. 

 
Our path around Ireland. 

We stayed in Dublin at a 

Bed & Breakfast between 

the airport and town, and 

rode the Dublin bus on a 

5-day pass while we were 

there.  In addition to 

doing research we also 

saw several of the sights 

around Dublin such as 

Christ Church Cathedral, 

Haôpenny Bridge, and 

Dublin Castle.  We 

visited the National 

Museum and the Guinness Storehouse. 

 
Haõpenny Bridge over the River Liffey. 

 
Dublin Castle. 

 
View from Guinness Storehouse. 

On our way from Dublin to Belfast we stopped 

to see the Hill of Tara and the Boyne Battlefield.  

However it was raining very hard and a very 

strong wind was blowing, so we could not take 

any photos at either place. 

 
Hill of Tara. 

We visited with Jim Maultsaid and his mother in 

Bangor. 

 
With Jim and his mom.. 

Jim took us on a trip to 

see Portaferry, a port 

city at the mouth of 

Strangford Lough.  

Portaferry was the last 

port that Robertôs 

ancestor John Malseed 

saw when he sailed 

from Ireland in 1821.  
The castle was there at the time, as was the 

building in the next photo.  Johnôs ship was there 

for repairs.  He had left Derry (Londonderry) 

earlier, but the ship leaked and needed repair. 
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John Malseed would have seen this building. 

 
Portaferry. 

On our 30
th
 wedding anniversary we met with 

cousin Eric Beatty who treated us to dinner and 

gave us a tour of Belfast.   

 
Robert and Eric at Queens University. 

Eric is a retired professor from Queens 

University. 

 
The Titanicõs dry dock. 

Many murals depict opposing political views. 

 
Ulster Freedom Fighters. 

 
Sinn Féin headquarters. 

We drove along the beautiful coast of County 

Antrim as we went from Belfast to Coleraine, 

and we stopped to see the Carrick-a-Rede rope 

bridge and the ruins of Dunluce Castle. 

 
Antrim coast scene. 

 
Approaching the rope bridge. 

 
Robert on the bridge. 

 
Carrick-a-Rede rope bridge. 

A little closer to Coleraine are the ruins of 

medieval Dunluce Castle.  In 1639 the kitchen 

fell into the sea.  The castle was finally 

abandoned after the Battle of the Boyne in 1690 

because the family had backed James II rather 

than William of Orange. 

 
Dunluce Castle ruins. 

 
Inside Dunluce Castle ruins. 

We spent a night in Coleraine as a guest of 

Marina Malseed Dallas.   

 
Cousins Nan and Marina greet us. 

The next day we toured the city of Derry 

(Londonderry) where Robertôs ancestor, John 

Malseed had sailed from in 1820.  (After the ship 

was repaired and left Portaferry early in 1821, it 

foundered at sea and all persons were rescued 

and taken to Lisbon, Portugal.  John eventually 

arrived in the USA on 12 Apr 1821.) 

 
River Foyle in Derry where John Malseed embarked. 

We walked around 

the old city walls of 

Derry and went to the 

Tower Museum, the 

Harbor Museum, and 

the Guildhall (right).  

That night we stayed 

with Don and Nan 

Malseed Hill.  Before 

we left the next day, 

Nan showed us more  

of Derry and the 

surrounding area.  We also got a private tour of 

the new Ulster-Scots Heritage and Education 

Centre at Monreagh.  Then we visited the stone 

fort shown below.  It is close to where the first 

Malseeds lived in 1614 when they went to 

Ireland from Scotland to be a part of the Ulster 

Plantation. 

 
The Gianan of Aileach. 


